CJR Scholarships:

Empowering Outstanding Students

Above: Scholarship recipients Zahnyah Scott, Journey Parker and Rosa Villa-Rivera with CJR staff.
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n Thursday, June 7, 2018, CJR held the 17th Annual
Scholarship Dinner at La Bella Vista in Waterbury. This
popular event attracted an attendance of approximately
250 sponsors, guests, scholarship recipients and family
members. The evening started with a buffet dinner followed by the
presentation of scholarship awards. Scholarships were awarded
to 20 students served by CJR’s community-based programs in
Danbury, New Britain, New Haven, Torrington and Waterbury.
Applicants associated with any of CJR’s Community Programs
were eligible for support if they were enrolled in or entering a
higher education program or a trade school following high school
graduation.

A NEW RECORD FOR FUNDS RAISED

The 2018 Scholarship Dinner raised record net proceeds of more than
$56,000, thanks to the generous contributions of many CJR friends
and supporters. The beneficiaries of CJR scholarships are often the
first members of their families to attend college or pursue a technical
education. Without the funds awarded by the Connecticut Junior
Republic, most could not afford further education.

and University of Massachusetts, to name just a
few. Courses of study have included Business
Administration, Education, Nursing, Forensic
Science, Communications, Marketing and Social
Work. The following section spotlights a few of
CJR’s prior scholarship recipients.
Amelia Shannon received a CJR scholarship in
2003. She attended Virginia State University, and
later earned a master’s degree. Amelia has worked
in numerous CJR programs over the years, and is
currently the Lead Clinical Coordinator at CJR’s
Child, Youth and Family Support Center in New
Haven.

BRIGHT FUTURES

Past scholarship recipients have gone on to institutions of higher education, such as the Culinary Institute of America, Johnson and Wales
University, Porter and Chester Institute, University of Connecticut,
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Shannon Dickey accepts her scholarship award.

Joanne Medina received her scholarship while
she was a young mother enrolled in an Associate’s
Degree program in 2005 at Naugatuck Valley
Community College. Joanne is actively pursuing
a master’s degree in social work and has worked
in multiple CJR locations. She is currently the
coordinator for the Junior Republic’s Teen
Outreach Program in Meriden.
Brea Ashe received a scholarship in 2017 and is
studying at the Culinary Institute of America.
She participated in an externship at the Biltmore
Estate in North Carolina this summer where she
worked at two of the estate’s restaurants.
Jakub Gwiazda was a scholarship recipient in
2017 and is studying Civil Engineering at the
University of Connecticut. He aspires to become an entrepreneur
and work in his field. He is also a talented artist.
Josh and Victor Marcial were scholarship recipients in 2017 and both
brothers are studying communications at the University of Hartford.

From left to right: Victor and Josh Marcial
Josh aspires to become a sports journalist and
Victor dreams of working at a video game
company in North Carolina.

Victor Sampson
Victor Sampson was a 2017 scholarship recipient and has been studying communications
at Mitchell College. Victor envisions himself
as a social worker, therapist, or school counselor once he graduates.
For more information about the 2019
Scholarship Dinner, please contact the CJR
Development Office: (860) 567-9423, ext. 278,
or visit CJR’s website: ctjuniorrepublic.org
Brea Ashe at the Culinary Institute of America in Hyde Park, NY.
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